
A Bible You Can Believe In

CONGREGATION SHEMA YISRAEL BIBLE STUDY 03/07/19



Apologetics – Defending the Faith

 Comes from the Greek “Apologia” – To speak or give a 
defense

 Christian/Messianic Jewish Apologetics is to give a 
defense for the faith that we have

 More than just intellectual but emotional as well



The Basis For Apologetics

1 Peter 3:15-17 (NIV):

15 But in your hearts revere Messiah as Lord. Always be prepared 

to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 

for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 

respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak 

maliciously against your good behavior in Messiah may be 

ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to 

suffer for doing good than for doing evil.



How We View The World

 Everyone has a worldview, the “lens” or perspective they 
view the world

 Naturalism – Only things in nature and natural forces like 
gravity exist.  There is nothing “supernatural” and everything 
in this universe can be explained through scientific means, 
such as Evolution.

 Nihilism – Most closely associated with Friedrich Nietzsche, 
the basic idea being that we and the universe have no real 
value or objective meaning



How We View The World Continued

 Existentialism – Comes in many different flavors but the most 

common is simply believing that we create our own meaning 

in life and it is not done by an outside force like God.

 Postmodernism – Connected to Existentialism, the general 

idea being we create our own truth and there is no “objective 

truth”, truth that exists outside of our experiences like found 

in the Bible or other religions.  Good and Evil are subjective 

and each person’s truth is their own and equally valid for their 

lives.



A Messianic Jewish/Christian Worldview

 There is a God, He is involved in humanity, and has set a 

standard of behavior.

 God is the source of Absolute, Objective Truth

 God’s clearest way of communicating to us is through the 

Bible, both Old and New Testaments

 The Bible is the source for Absolute, Objective Truth but 

must be read and interpreted in a way to understand what 

the text is saying and not what we want it to say.



A Christian Worldview – From Got 

Questions.org

 1) We are God’s creation, designed to govern the world and 

fellowship with Him (Genesis 1:27-28; 2:15). 

 2) We sinned against God and subjected the whole world to 

a curse (Genesis 3). 

 3) God Himself has redeemed the world through the 

sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ (Genesis 3:15; Luke 

19:10), and will one day restore creation to its former perfect 

state (Isaiah 65:17-25).





It’s Not Just About Facts

 Most people’s objections to having a Biblical Worldview have less to 

do with facts and more to do with feelings

 Being told that they way you view the world is wrong can be a hard pill 

to swallow

 Being told that there are standards of behavior you don’t get to argue 

can also be hard

 Fundamentally most people just want to be told they are doing a good 

enough job and don’t want to be challenged to do anything more than 

they already are



“Well You Know The Bible 

Has Been Changed”



“Well You Know The Bible Isn’t True Or 

Accurate”

 Since the Bible claims to be the source of Truth, from the Author 

of Truth, it has to be disproven to be disregarded

 Most attacks on our faith either involve God or the Bible

 Our theology starts with either God or the Bible



Originals Vs. Copies

 We do not have any original copies (autographs) for any books of 
the Bible.  This is simply a matter of the material they were 
written on decomposing and not being preserved.

 What we do have however are manuscripts for both the Tanakh 
and the New Testament that we can trust factually are accurate 
with the text well preserved

 There is also numerous archeological evidence as well as 
evidence from other books to support claims of events that 
happened in the Bible.



Transmitting The Tanakh

 Originally the OT was preserved by the Priests but later, from 500 B.C. to 100 
A.D. this job was done by Soperim, Scribes.

 From AD 100 to 300 Tannim (Repeaters) developed rules governing how 
synagogue scrolls were to made. No word or letter was to be written from 
memory and if more than three mistakes were made on any page, it was 
destroyed and redone.

 The text was updated but only in terms of spelling conventions and updating 
the Hebrew scripts used

 Today there are still scribes for the Torah, Sophers who painstakingly copy the 
text by hand with no tolerance for errors based on all these rules that go back 
centuries.
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Where Does Our Tanakh Come From? 

 Codex Leningradensis: The oldest complete copy of the Masoretic Text (MT), 
dated to AD 1008. This is the text most often used in translating the OT.

 Aleppo Codex: The oldest, incomplete copy of the MT, dated to about AD 930. 
About one-quarter of this manuscript was burned by fire, but its text is very 
similar to the Codex Leningradensis.

 Dead Sea Scrolls: More than two hundred biblical manuscripts dated from 
about 250 BC to AD 135 from the area around the Dead Sea. The largest 
number of these texts agree closely with the readings of the proto-MT (35 
percent of manuscripts) and help confirm the accuracy of the MT.

 Septuagint (LXX) – A Greek translated copy of the OT dating to around 100-
250 B.C.  This is where most OT verses in the NT come from.
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Errors In The Tanakh

 Despite careful copying there is still the potential for errors.  However, these 
errors can be recognized in the same way we see errors in books today.

 Sometimes a word can be misspelled or letters swapped, this is an issue of 
human beings though and not some Da Vinci Code conspiracy!

 In creating a translation, text is carefully studied in an academic discipline 
known as Textual Criticism.  While the Hebrew takes precedence other 
versions of the text such as the Septuagint (LXX) are also used to help solve 
any translation difficulties.

 These issues involve specific words or verses, not entire chapters or books. 
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Hittites: Fact Or Fiction?

 One of the best examples of critical scholars being wrong about the 

Tanakh’s accuracy is with the Hittites.

 Up until around the 1900’s many scholars argued that the Hittite 

people mentioned in the Torah were mythological because there was 

no archeological support for their existence

 This was seen as proof the Bible was a fable

 However around the 1900’s many Hittite archeological sites were 

discovered and completely corroborated the biblical account.
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The Reliability Of The OT

 Despite not having any original copies we can trust the copies of 

the OT we have!

 There is harmony between older incomplete copies we have 

(Dead Sea Scrolls) and more complete newer copies (The 

Masoretic Text)

 Most people have no idea where the text comes from and are 

usually just repeating something they heard or read.
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The Reliability Of The New Testament

 Since the New Testament is only about 2,000 years old we have 

a lot more copies of it!

 There are more than 5,700 manuscripts of the New Testament 

from the 2nd Century through the 16th.

 Before the third century these manuscripts are in fragments, but 

they are also very numerous.

 There are way more copies of the NT, dating closer to the events 

that took place, than any classical Greek/Roman text
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Errors In The NT

 Most “errors” in the New Testament manuscripts relate to spelling issues, clear errors, 
or changes to the text by copyists that are disproven by how they only occur in a very 
small portion of the documents

 There are more than 5,700 manuscripts of the New Testament from the 2nd Century 
through the 16th.

 Mark 16:9–20 and John 7:53–8:11. are the two largest textual issues. The earliest 
and best manuscripts lack these verses.  Even if both of these passages are 
discarded it does not effect any major doctrines or biblical truths.

 Even for the 1% of variances that effect doctrines or meaning in a passage they do 
not disprove anything, just cannot be counted as support.  There are no variances that 
disprove any docrines we believe as Christians/Messianic Jews

 The amount of variances for the NT is a testament to just how many copies we have.
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A Bible You Can Believe In

 The Tanakh comes from a well preserved history that despite 

only having a complete copy from 1,000 A.D. agrees with earlier 

Hebrew fragments

 The New Testament is the most copies ancient text that is better 

attested to than any Greek or Roman text

 This doesn’t even begin to touch on Archeological evidence and 

outside biblical sources



The Real Issue Is The Heart Not The Mind

 For most people the issues isn’t historical evidence or textual 
criticism issues, it’s a matter of the heart.

 Matthew 7:13-14: “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is 
the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and 
many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road 
that leads to life, and only a few find it.”

 We want to do what we want, when we want, how we want.  The 
Bible and the standard of God convicts us and challenges us to 
live in a moral upright way



How To Share God’s Truth

 Remember to have gentleness and respect, not just an answer.

 Relate to people not just intellectually, but on an emotional level 

as well.

 Share your own personal story and what God has done in your 

life and why you believe

 Above all, pray and remember that is God who saves and not us
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